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CASE Study: india, rajasthan

	Rajasthan the facts:
Under five deaths per year in Rajasthan is 1,51,200
13 children die every hour

At least one in two children are still underweight (1)
Maternal mortality is the third highest in india at 445 deaths per one lakh births

It is one of the worst performing districts in terms of  nutrition (2)
Sources: (1)NHFS-2, (2)World Bank 2007


Meera’s story
Meera is a mother of six children living in a Narrato Ki Goj, a village in Banswara district of Rajasthan, India

. 
About her: Meera’s husband Acru is a farmer and also collects sticks to sell in the market to make a living. They have six children: Mohan two, Maya four, Ganga seven, Raju ten, Gattu, 12 and a newborn baby boy. Meera and Acru lost their daughter Savita when she was two. Savita died of diarrhoea. They did not have enough money to take her to the hospital for treatment. 
Meera – in her own words – “I have three boys and three girls. reatment. Savita was two yeras old when she died. She was sweet, beautiful and light in colour. The whole village said she looked like me.  She liked to play with her siblings and she had even started talking.

“I miss my child. I feel really sad when I think about her. I spent nearly three years of my life and then I lost her. It all happened so suddenly.

“Her brothers and sisters miss her. They always talk about her when they play.

“It was dirrhoea that killed her. There are no doctors here. We didn’t go to the hospital because it was too far and we didn’t have the money. 
“She was sick for about three days. We didn’t take it seriously, only on the third day did we think of going to the hospital – but we couldn’t because we couldn’t afford to travel. It costs so much money. It would have cost us 600 rupees and the hospital fees another 200. So she died. 

ACRU – SAVITA’S FATHER SAYS: 

“She was always laughing and playing here on the veranda. She would call us ‘mama’ and ‘baba’ and we’re missing hearing those words. We don’t have any of her belongings, we gave them all away. Seeing her things was making us miss her even more. Thinking about her brings us to tears even now.

GATTU, SAVITA’S BROTHER SAYS: 

 “When I used to sing for her she would be happy. I loved singing to her. 
“Once when I was getting ready to go to school, she would come crawling after me. I used to spend time with her. I miss her.

PROJECT INFORMATION AND MAJOR ISSUES:

We’ve launched our biggest campaign ever – EVERY ONE to save children’s lives. Nearly 9 million children die every year. Most die of illnesses that could have been easily prevented or treated. World leaders have promised to act to change this. It’s entirely possible to save these lives and it doesn’t cost much. We’re pushing governments to do more to reach Millenium Goal 4, to reduce child mortality rates by two thirds by 2015. We are also saving children’s lives through our work around the world by making sure children have the food, water and, healthcare they need. Our partner organisation – Vaagdhara works here in Meera’s region to help children survive. 
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Localised charity number and details

Figures are correct to the date of edit. For the latest figures, or for more information about Save the Children, visit http://www.savethechildren.org.in 
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